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THE STRENGTH AND WEAKNESS 


OF UNITARIANS 
By Raymond V. Holt 


of their countrymen and have made contributions of great 
value to theology. It is significant that at the time they were 
making this contribution, they were also pioneers in the 
necessary social changes of their time. 


_ Their strength lay in their belief in freedom, reason and 
tolerance. Dr. Wilbur has rightly singled out freedom, reason 
and tolerance as the special characteristics of Unitarianism. 
Freedom, reason and tolerance are more needed in the world 
today than ever because the power of the dictators, the 
irrationalists and the intolerants is greater than ever and may 

bring about the downfall of civilisation. — 


Yet freedom, reason and tolerance no longer move men 
as they once did. Why is this? The answer will reveal the 


cause of our weakness and of our failure to help people in 


the way our tradition should make possible. 


To our ancestors, freedom, reason and tolerance were the 
expressions of a profound faith in God and man. They have 
i Anything that 


‘TNITARIANS have done much to enrich the religious life — 


JANUAR. 
expected was the Word of God. In course of time this was 
extended to cover the whole range of life. Martineau made 
the great advance when he recognised as the ultimate authority 
the conscience, soul and mind of man—an inner not an ex- 
ternal authority. This discovery was a tremendous release but 
in course of time it also became superficial and even negative. 
The conscience, soul and mind of man are, indeed, the ultimate 
authority but they are not infallible, and they do not function 
automatically. The mind of man can make mistakes. The 
conscience even of good men can err and we know only too 
well the soul of men can be starved. Too often the inner 
authority has been identified with anything we happen to want 
or believe or think and when whatever we happen to want, 


more necessary it is to take the necessary steps to keep the 


conscience sensitive, the mind alert and the soul alive. And 


Unitarians, perhaps, is their lack of any vital, living, compel- 
ling conception of the Church, and this lack is due, in the 
main, to the distortion of the nature of i 


ay 


| 
ti | believe or think is regarded as infallible, the last stage is worse 
. | han the first. The more we rely on the inner authority, the 
| 
| When our belief in freedom, reason and tolerance became 
| re superficial and negative our strength became our weakness 
@ and that is why freedom, reason and tolerance have ceased to 
: | move men. Freedom, reason and tolerance will only move 
) an end in itself is doomed to deterioration and y. For : “ee ; 
| there is only one end and that is God with whom we live and _ We need a fourfold revival—a religious revival—a theo- 
i | move and have our being. When reason, freedom and logical revival and a revival of the sense of individual and 
: tolerance become ends in themselves divorced from their Social responsibility and the last three will spring out of the 
| source in religious experience and belief, they become super- first. 
g reedom comes to be regarded as freedom from some- = = . 
thing—freedom to do what you want without regard to other ot chigkine thinking 
| people’s freedom. Our forefathers demanded freedom for a and powerless. Above all, today a new theology is needed. 
@ purpose—to seek truth without restraint and to act upon such People are being torn asunder in the depths of their being 
. truth as they had discovered. They were convinced that “the — hecause they feel the necessity for religion but they have been 
ee eae taught to believe that religion is not insight 
. Experience and Reason experience of their own souls cannot 
Tolerance is now often disparaged on the ground that 
only when people do not care greatly for any cause are they who is active in our own souls. Hence the 
| tolerant. Sometimes this is true. But real tolerance does not cosmology. And the time is ripe for it. Both 
; arise out of indifference or doubt. It is positive, not negative. and scientists must agree that behind all the 
; The word is unfortunate. Tolerance does not mean just en- life i life. “ If the whole has no meaning 
during and putting up with views that you dislike. ia the 
tolerance is the to understand other points of the whole being of God. the ultimately Real. 
possibilities of truth. It is based on the belief that to 
| common good. And woe unto men if they quench the faintest li eae = we are bonne ll 
reality as a dynamic, not as static human 
mind would be better and critical cre A Faith 
highest Briefly I would sum up my faith in these words. 
to axiet by Bat I believe im the Living God: ever 
the use of reason and the deeper and abundant, ever revealing Himself to 
the greater the contribution that reason seek Him with all their heart and soul 
points in the universe. The function powers of body, soul and mind im 
: to see life as a coherent whole, to sce sufferimg in all the sufferings of the 
relating together different aspects of I believe in men whose true nature it is to become children of 
them all as part of the seamless web Gal 
— and finding in His service joy and peace. 
. ; in ~ Voices “As many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are the 
Press, Boston.) sons of God You bane not recetved the spat of bondage 
you with fear, have reo spuit 
Conscience and Soul adoption And when we cry ‘Our Father! i te 
Early Unitarians shared the belief of all witness with our that we are the children of 
Ged: and if children, then beirs—hbeirs of God and jomt- 
— freedom, reason and heirs with Christ, if indeed we share his suffering that we may 
tion. Word from which more light and also share his glory.~ 
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‘Thrift and The’ Welfare State 

TS report of the Soldiers’, Sailors’ and Airmen’s Families 
4 Association has had a good deal to say on the decay of 

thrift. Whilst acknowledging the material and psychological 
benefits of the welfare state, it asserted that in some cases 

social ow was discouraging self-reliance and thrift. The 
general 


rd of living has risen to such an extent that — 


many articles that in 1939 rere enpernes as luxuries, are now 
regarded as necessaries. The re is that it has become the 
rule rather than the exception for families to live up to the 
limits of their-income, even where that is not necessary. Much 
of the financial trouble to people in the low income groups 
arises because of their tendency to enter into hire-purchase 
commitments out of all proportion to their income. The 
necessity for thrift, for no one could 

age benefits of National 


A Unitarian Outpost | 

I was very pleased to see, a few days ago, a copy of ihe 
Calendar of the Free Protestant Unitarian Church at Cape- 
town, which is bearing witness to Unitarian faith in a difficult 
situation. One item seemed worthy of the attention of British 
congregations—the announcement of Confirmation classes to 
be held by the Minister, the Rev. Magnus Ratter. Our Book 
of Occasional Services provides a Service of Dedication to 
Membership of the Church, and in many churches this ts used 


very ; but elsewhere, I fear, membership of the 
Church is very and little is done to emphasise 
either the fact or privileges attaching to it. Membership 
by formal admission preparation for it in the way 
shown by the Capetown 

Another that is worth calling your attention to 
refers to the name ion - 
“Qur Name—People like to 

to 

of 
Synod. it makes clear that, i to think 


Religion. 


broke from father’s 

as ancient a found. We 
derive greater than 
Jesus. mp God - 
not ich i cver 


the children by Father Christmas himself. 1 don’t know 
whether my father and mother had heard of the way in which 
Christmas is thus used to inculcate good behaviour in Swiss 
children, but one Christmas my sister and I got curiously- 
written letters on dark. shiny paper, from Father i | 
informing us that he had been watching us during the year 
and had been so shocked by our bad behaviour that he had 
decided that unless we behaved ourselves we would get nothing 
next year. At first we were duly impressed, but soon became 
so proud of the unique distinction of getting such a letter, that 
so far from being regarded with shame, it was exhibited on 


REFLECTIONS ON LIVING 
LL BLAME 
By Robert Raible 


(The Rev. Robert Raible is the minister of the First 
Unitarian Church, Dallas, Texas, U.S.A.) 


‘EZOD blamed Eve for. cating the forbidden fruit. Men have 


blamed each other ever since. We all blame, all of the 


time. Far commoner than positive emotions such as affection 


can do about it, and of how we can use it, instead of 
it to use us. For we can use it to our advantage in achieving 


The more I with life and mind enter into your infinity 
Nowhere do I any sorrow or death or separation, 
Death asswmes its emptiness 


COMMENT | 
every possiDie occasion. Of whole, however, the letters : 
for the next two or three years did reinforce our good resolu- | 
tions for the New Year. | 
Commentator. 
Insurance are adequate to secure a reasonably high standard z 
of living, and the rapid increase of the proportion of the aged ‘4 
in our population rules out any great increase in the nt ) 
when for some reason or other earning power is impaired or 7 
removed. Thrift is not an outmoded virtue, but is an essential . 
element in a progressive society. 
are Our expression negative 
such as rage and fear and frustration. And the commonest 
of them all, is blame. | 
We blame daily. We blame our parents, our husbands and : 
wives, our children. We blame our friends, 
our employees. We blame the government, the , the | 
war, the times. Often we blame God. Especially in times of ; 
disaster or death, we blame God. We blame nearly everyone 4 
and everything. And whether we know it or not : most of all, . 
we blame ourselves. ; 
Affecting us as blame does, it behoves us to have some 
are they now? We want these yearnings reawakened. We want : 
the vast movement of the human masters of ourselves and of progressing toward realisable 
dreams. That inner security is the only real security that any 
of us can ever have. We hunger for #, and we lose it 
frequently because of our tendency to blame both others and 
One of the deep tragedies, hidden far down within the : 
Chwistees Omissions and New Year Resoluticus limitations. Every youngster in the United States is taught 
door-bell rang and I was faced with 
omitted to send There is, indeed, 
id for the injunction—™“ Post carly" 
ing I heard the jubilation of the children 
memories experiences. musery 
Those memories, however, were not always wholly pleasant: When | turn away from you 
any Christmas? I have just reading about O the One the All at your feet everything exists 
the Ch It is only my fear of loss 
visite by ont and | weep over it day and night. 
emoa who carries 2 birch in one hand, and two sacks over The sadness of heart, the heavy burden of troubles 
his shoulder one full of presents, the other empty, for the in 
The mon presents a list of charges against su b children If 1 place Your reality within my life. 
for (Translated by J. N. Set.) 
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for he all the others was deaf and the doctor's 
CAT CLIMBS” 
F. W. ML Quigiey the real thing 
ing said the fat man. was the re 
a cup of tea and exact words— 
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Our inter-dependence,” as Jc that 
fact of human The first and f 
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| heed to these psychec factors with 
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THE EDUCATIONALIST pparate: 
“A SENSE OF BELONGING.” THE PART 
BY EDUCATION 
By Eke Walters 
YY BEN 2 baby is born, be leaves an cavircumest to 
| be belongs more truly. im a sense, than be can cver to and leare 
agem He faces life m a world whach makes constant 
where be mest breathe and cai and move for humerif. * 
coatrol bes own lambs and semses adpust to the 
whom be is to Ive thes oah seems sorth sternly to 
aad warms hem aad feeds ben and har if he longer 
belongs te her the old way, be bas 2 of aloae or 
to leer of character through the map other 
or the commas) too. the chukdven are ied to awareacss 
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“bylaw property characters of the neighbour 
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teacher is more of a guide 
tematic. “Juniors” are beg 
for their own materials, anc 
w 
more be accomplished, wh a new . It goes up sh | 
os he people get used to the pl | 
junior’ | copie just naturally law abiding? asked 
sarch me.” said he, “ but 
Mtivated by curiosity, they belong among these 
= tir expernence He 
m for a pundings may 
railwa build many of 
Te ong 
skilled home-like must 
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i ite fter 1918, no 
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| comprises both the freedom to do EH ion table in blue brocade with silver 
to sin. _ Hence Rev. R. J the colours in the stained-glass wi 
: poetry. For a one, ift envelopes brought on anniversary 
| ability to sin—lucky he—is £42. A carol party, 29 strong, went r 
does what he ought, and in his ing of the 23, led by the organist and 
God he has no freedom to do sang in 29 places and collected over 12 
; on the other hand, are free, if fund, bringing it to within £10 of the 
| duty or to sin instead. ice on the anniversary day, an address 
in writing this letter is . Oliver, C.B.E., and the minister 
which reckon to profit not only modern artists to Mr. Herbert Jones, of the firm of 
confusion also. George Orwell summed up the Son, of Pendleton, with the thanks of the congregation 
amusing word “ doublethink.” fulness and care with which the decorations had 
| then, beware lest that noble word “ freedom” go the was made by Mrs. Street, secretary 
7 | * and in 1984 men believe that “slavery is the cost defrayed by Mr. Arthur Critchley, 
a “peace is war.”—Yours, the Sth Altrincham (Dunham Road Chapel) 
| H. David Wiard. 
Sunday, December was 
| ods sie ani the Gul both 
j accompanied by the name and address of the sender. thirty-two years’ ministry at the church. 
| Subscriotion Rates : 19s. 6d. per annum (post free). the Trustees’ secretary, Mr. C. K. 
being taken to appoint a new minister. 
Address : 14 Gordon Square, Londen, W.C.1. 
, The Rev. W. C. Newton concluded his 
TEL : BUS. 7554 Editorial BUS. 2912 
f of the congregation, Mr. J. B. Trickles 
| h a cheque as a token of their gratitude 
NEWS FROM THE WEST 
| 
| 
will be at Exciter on by the c Sh he hameclf munistered. it 
Sermon will the gre along with some of his deac 
Conference will ay take of the Ancient C 
Term of to mvade the Mr. C 
fnendhy neghbour hearty m 
= The 80th Tanda. De aod 
Lge: Ata sal Christmas service on December 21, 2 
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Chapel, 10.45 
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Church, 
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Cross 
Mission, 
Road, 
Unitarian 
10.45 
Stockport 
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ABBOT, 
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Canute, Unitarian Church, Lorne Street, 2.15, Sunday School 6.30, Rev. Rosext 


+) 
th, Deane Road, 10.30 and 6.30, Rev. Antuur J. Lono ' 
BournemoutTs, Unitarian Church, West Hill Road, 11, Rev. L. Reprean 
BaaprorD, Town Hall Square, 10.45 and 6.30, Rev. F. A. BULLOCK 
Chapel. New heed G. Ranpaut Jones 
ian, New 11 and 6.30, Mr. Joun ROWLAND te 
Nesting. 6.50, Rov. A agon Char 
Rev. A. 6.30, Dr. D. C. 
Street, 3, Rev. W. AREING 
1 and Rev. F. M. Rype 
Church, Emmanual Road, 11 and 6, Rev. H. Stewart Cantar 
Grove Unitarian Church, 11, Children’s Service, 6.30, Mr. eer Gh t} 
CHEST: >», Elder . E. Sranizy Perens —hurc 
Caowsenr C Atherton, 10.45 and ._ Friends’ M 
Hants., The 
Street, 11. Rev. E. D. Ev 
Srvat, 6.30, Rev. E. E. 4 
No Service SHEFFIELD, Unity 
Hall Gate, 11 and 6.30, Rev. G. W. Panxpson 
and 7:30, Rev E. Hicxs High 
hampton Street, 11 and 6.30, Rev. Scorr L. 
Terrace, 11 and 6.30, Rev. W. B. Tavwan STOcKrorr, 
6.30, Supply SrocxTor-on-T 
g0, Rev. J. Swansea, Pennard Free 
ar ag Swansea, Unitarian C 
St, and 630, Rev. H.C. Wooprozp in the month) 
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6.30. Rev. Joux Sroam Mary St. C 
630, Rev. W. H. Pare 
6.30, Rev. 
ian Christion Ch... 11 and 6.30, Rev. W. 3. Cantrm 
Mr. A. Supply 
and 630, Rev. 
50.38 and 6.30, Rev. L. D. 
10.45 and 6.30, Dr RW. Ware 
Bound Strect, 11 and 630, Rev. Mason } 
provides for those enable to attend a Unitanan 
4 to 2 
Si to the Secretary, 14 Gordon Sq, W.C_1 
Sweet, 6.30, Rev. Kem AUSTRALIA 
Dunecan P. Srewant ch, Wakefield St. 11 and 7, Rev. Corum: 
Rev. Place, C2 Hell-Hoar broad 
second Seadey & coch 
Chusch, 15 Freeecis (68 College Sz) 
Hl Gate, 11 and 630 
Reed, Seaford (Vic) weekly at 
3.15 pm. Miniter - Rev. W. 
63, CANADA 
Sherbrooke Sureer West and Scmpsoe Surest 
S Se. Clair Avenue Rev WP. 
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| | ALBERT SCHWEITZER — a biography 
. | by Magnus C. Ratter 
. SECOND EDITION — COMPLETELY REVISED AND RE-WRITTEN 
8/6 by post 8/10 
| 
| MODERN CHURCHMEN OR UNITARIANS 
f “ Best winter climate “—town brochure free; also our own | 
(21 illustrations). i.e. gratuities, | 
: early tea, heated bedroom (C.H. throughout). Twin Beds ; Slumber- | 
if lands ; 2 Lounges. Congenial private hotel (rec. by Un | 
t also members Rotary, Toc H, W.VS., etc.). Cc sce | 
| _ comed (breakfast in bed). Normannurst, Sea-front, St. ] 
Sussex. Best position, opposite covered walk ; 3 mile pro 
3 Near Sun-Lounge (orchestra daily); curative baths. 
Hastincs 4784. 
Golden Wedding loss of its oldest surviving 
: EVERSHED - BEVAN—On January 7, 1903, at many years, and sinc 
i Billingshurst, to Dorothy Millicent Bevan, of : death. busine: 
f address : 1 Daux Avenue, Billingshurst, Sussex. ful supporter of the 
4a GRIFFIN, G. E.—Of 48 Culvericy R Catford, 
Hospital on December 28. wh and our sympathy 
RYAN—On December 31, 1952, in Oxford, M: 
if of Wheatley Hill, Durham, and Service took place at the 
December 11, and 
i Pulpits Vacant of Lewes. 
i its are al present vacant, E tJ. St 
them 
on November 23 of Mr. Ernest 
members of All Souls’ Church, 
n, Blackley, Coventry, Choricy a member 
| er, Hinckley. Minster the opening ofthe preset bung Hoop 
in 
Manchester Bro time of his death, Hie his 
Rawtenstall, Stannington was most in 
Tydfil. : services. A quict and modest man, he was 
ona ; tree. The had been trained by Mr. A. E- service, which was held at the church and 
Hill, Sunday School superintendent and organist, and by Mrs. G. Crematormm on November 28, was conducted 
Wakeman. Narrative and commentary the Rev. John Croft. 
the Rev. L. Chandler, and Miss Nancy 
| m Unitarian Chapel, conducted om | = 
G. E. Ha 


